
 

 
 

General Information 
Potatoes USA is a federal Marketing and Promotion Board 

representing 2,500 potato growers in the United States. 
Potatoes USA’s mission is to strengthen demand for U.S. 

potatoes through marketing, research, and education 
activities. To help fulfill this mission, Potatoes USA seeks to 

identify and provide the necessary research tools for U.S. 
potato growers to produce the highest quality potatoes for 

the benefit of consumers around the world.  
 

Overview 

Potatoes USA is an active leader in the U.S. potato industry 
and is seeking to expand its role and influence in the 

facilitation of potato research conducted in the United States 
and beyond.  

 
Historically, most of the potato research conducted in the 

United States has been decentralized in nature and driven by 
immediate individual priorities of researchers, universities, 

regionalized grower groups, and industry sectors. Potatoes 
USA is working to lay the foundation for a more strategic, 

cohesive, national research strategy for the U.S. potato 
industry. With hundreds of commercialized varieties crossing 

several different categories of potatoes, the opportunities to 
grow the base of potato research is virtually limitless.  

 

To identify the research resources that currently exist and to 
reduce the risk of duplication of future research efforts, 

Potatoes USA is seeking to partner with a researcher or 
research team to identify and evaluate known and unknown 

knowledge gaps in existing potato research. The 
identification of such gaps will position the U.S. potato 

industry and potato research community to minimize 
redundancy and maximize limited financial resources in the 

future. Ultimately, the successful execution of this knowledge 
gap study will benefit consumers by empowering U.S. potato 

growers with the latest potato research.  
 

Budget 
Potatoes USA does not serve as a funding source for this 

project, and will actively work with the researcher or  

  



research team to successfully compete for a planning grant (up to $50,000) 
through the Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) at the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
(NIFA).  

 
Timing 

September 20 Distribution of RFP 
October 1  Indication of Intent to participate in RFP 

October 4  Q&A Teleconference 
October 12  Written RFPs due 

October 17  Project Selection 
 

Essential Duties 
✓ Develop a proposal for a comprehensive knowledge gap analysis of 

existing potato research for consideration by the Potato Research 

Advisory Committee 
✓ Develop a pre-proposal to follow SCRI planning grant pre-proposal 

formatting requirements for USDA evaluation (guidelines to be 
published in the Federal Register in early October) 

✓ Develop a full proposal to follow SCRI planning grant proposal 
requirements for USDA evaluation (at the invitation of USDA in late 

winter/early spring 2019)  
✓ Provide strategic direction and management to the successful project 

for the duration of its one-year span 
✓ Assist Potatoes USA staff in building industry support for project prior 

to the pre-proposal deadline 
✓ Abide by all USDA-established administrative deadlines and 

requirements for the duration of the project 
 

Proposals 

A Researcher or Research Team submitting a proposal should include the 
following: 

✓ Abilities/Qualifications 
✓ Prior/Related Experience 

✓ A detailed budget for the one-year project (up to $50,000) 
 

Intent to compete should be communicated to Potatoes USA Director of 
Research, Ryan Krabill, via email at ryan@potatoesusa.com by October 1.  

 
Affirmative Action Statement 

Potatoes USA does not discriminate in its programs on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and 

marital or family status.  
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